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COLLECTION FREUNDESKREIS E.V., COLOGNE
Paul Goesch circa 1920,
photographer unknown.

By DON STEWART
For the Recorder

H e was the German architect
who never built, yet his designs
have been influential for gen-

erations. Even when shut off from so-
ciety for almost half his life, he contin-
ued to paint and draw, producing
some 2,000 images. Although at one
time German art galleries may have
shown his paintings alongside the
works of Picasso, Klee and Kandin-
sky, today he remains unknown to
many art historians. Now, through
June 11, you can view the first Ameri-
can exhibit of Paul Goesch (1885 –
1940) at Williamstown’s Clark Art In-
stitute.

“He was really central to the most
progressive movement in 20th cen-
tury architecture,” Rob Wiesen-
berger said during a walk through the
three-gallery exhibit. He‘s the Clark’s
curator of contemporary projects and
co-author of the exhibit’s companion
catalogue, “Po r t a l s ” (Yale Univer-
sity Press). “He’s hugely signifi-
cant,” the curator continued, “and I
find the work super interesting.”

‘Paper architecture’
Goesch was born in northern Ger-

many, to a well-to-do family, his father
a district court lawyer. In his late
teens he began the study of architec-
ture and engineering, touring Europe
in his spare time. In his late 20s he
converted to Catholicism and took on
a lifetime study of Buddhism and var-
ious forms of self-enlightenment. At
age 24, however, he suffered from hal-
lucinations and was hospitalized for a
y e a r.

During World War I, Goesch was
employed as chief state architect in
what is now Chelmno, Poland. During
this period he began a series of fan-
tastical architectural drawings.

“He was capable,” Wi e s e n b e r g e r
said. “He could draw a perfectly cor-
rect architectural plan – that’s just
not what interested him very much.”
A frequent image is that of a portal,
an entryway, and as the curator
noted, there are myriad compositions
of “doors and passageways and arch-
ways and facades.” For Goesch, their
creation had religious symbolism, as
entrances away from the profane and
into the sacred.

In his late 30s, diagnosed
with schizophrenia, he would spend
the rest of his life, with brief inter-
ludes of freedom, inside an institu-
tion. He would meet with a horrible
fate.

There are many “outside ” artists,
often untrained, who add spice and
color to the world of images. Henry
Darger was a reclusive custodian
working at a Chicago hospital. When
he passed away in 1973, he left behind
a 15,145-page illustrated epic. Images
from that story now command high
prices. The self-taught Nova Scotian
artist Maud Lewis sold her cheery
paintings for five or ten dollars. In the
last years of her life she was “discov -
ered” and two images were later pur-
chased by the Nixon White House.
Recently one of her oils sold for
$350,000. Wiesenberger was asked

Clark Art Institute unveils 36
creations of under-recognized

German architect

Tr i u m p h ,
t ra ge dy
of Paul
Goesch

WILLIAMS TOWN

By BELLA LEVAVI
Staff Writer

D elores “Del” Viarengo, a 32-year
Heath resident who passed away
in December, will be remem-
bered in a retrospective this

week with over 80 pieces of her art on dis-
p l a y.  

“But Is It Art: A Retrospective of Del
Vi a r e n g o ’s Creations,” organized by the
Heath Arts Exhibition Committee will be
on display from May 20 through 27 in the
Heath Community Hall. The opening re-
ception will be on Sunday, May 21 from 2
to 4 p.m. The show will be open every day
from Saturday (May 20) to Friday (May
26) from 2 to 4 p.m. and on Saturday (May
27) from 10 a.m. to noon. 

A talented artist who earned her Mas-
ters in Fine Arts from Parsons School of
Design, Del was first and foremost a car-

ing mother, wife and friend, explained
her widower, Bob Viarengo. “She was
amazingly thoughtful, caring and reflec-
tive,” he said. 

By looking at the art made throughout
her life, her family has begun to see Del in
a new light. “It is moving to look at her
work all together in one place,” her
daughter Elissa Viarengo said. 

The family is excited to share with the
community this “glimpse into my mom’s
soul and spirit,” according to her daugh-
t e r.

Del Viarengo’s art spans a variety of
mediums and subjects. In the show, there
will be several series on display including
Tuscan landscapes, anti-war Collages,
and paintings of calla lilies. 

The Tuscan landscape series was
made during a two-month period when

“But Is It Art: A Retrospective of Del Viarengo’s Creations,” on display from
May 20 through 27 in the Heath Community Hall

Celebrating the life of a local artist 
HE ATH

CON TRIBUTED
Cypress Trees Tuscan Landscape painting by Delores
V iarengo.

STAFF PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
The Da Camera Singers rehearse at the Episcopal Church of St. James and Andrew in Greenfield for their May 21 performance of
“Considering Matthew Shepard.”

By STEVE PFARRER
Staff Writer

A little less than 25 years ago,
Matthew Shepard, a young, gay Uni-
versity of Wyoming student, was

severely beaten by two other young men
outside of Laramie, Wyoming, who then left
him to die by tying him to a fence alongside
a pasture at night in freezing weather.

The brutal murder of Shepard, who was
21, shocked not just the country but the en-
tire world, and it led to the first passage of
hate crime legislation in the United States.
Over the years, Shepard’s death has also
inspired many artistic works, from films to
plays to poetry to music.

On Sunday, May 21, the longest musical
work dedicated to the story, “Considering
Mathew Shepard,” will have its western
Massachusetts premiere when the Da
Camera Singers perform the 100-minute
oratorio at Greenfield High School. The
production has been funded in part
through a grant from the Massachusetts
Cultural Council.

But though the oratorio, by Texas com-
poser Craig Hella Johnson, delves into the
shocking death of Shepard, ultimately it’s
also about “hope and understanding and
forgiveness,” said Sheila Heffernon, the
longtime artistic director of Da Camera
Singers.

“Hopefully people who attend the con-
cert will leave with a sense of love,” Heffer-
non said during a recent phone call. “This
is really about remembering Matthew and
who he was and finding the means to come
together in peace.”

As Johnson writes on the website of
conspirance, a vocal ensemble he directs
in Texas, “I wanted to create, within a mu-
sical framework, a space for reflection,
consideration and unity around his life and

l e g a c y. ”
The Da Camera Singers, formed in 1973

in Amherst by members of separate madri-
gal groups, have a tradition of singing a va-
riety of Renaissance music and other older
choral works.

But in the last 10 years especially, the
group’s 45 adult singers, divided roughly
equally between Franklin and Hampshire
counties, have turned increasingly to the
work of more modern, contemporary, and
secular composers.

Heffernon, now in her 17th season of
leading Da Camera, recalls first learning of
“Considering Matthew Shepard,” which de-
buted in 2016, about five years ago after
hearing some of the music on Spotify. She
was in her office at the Northfield Mount
Herman School, where she previously was
the director of musical and choral pro-
grams.

“I remember I stopped and looked at

what was playing because it was so strik-
ing,” she said. “Later I found the whole
performance on YouTube and was com-
pletely drawn in.” (She and her husband
also saw a performance of the oratorio in
New York City last fall.)

“Considering Matthew Shepard,” which
Heffernon describes as a three-part “fusion
oratorio” with some elements of musical
theater, incorporates a variety of musical
styles — country & western, blues, gospel,
classical, Broadway-style tunes — and the
singers are accompanied by a small cham-
ber orchestra composed of piano, guitar,
bass, percussion, clarinet and strings.

The story covers the arc of Shepard’s
life, from his boyhood to his murder to the
aftermath of his death, including the trial
of his killers, Aaron McKinney and Russell
Henderson. It also considers the re-
sponse of Shepard’s parents, Dennis and
Judy, who formed a foundation named for
their son that advocates for tolerance and
LGBTQ rights.

To tell that story, Johnson created a li-
bretto that draws on the words and writing
from several sources, including Matthew
Shepard’s journals, newspaper reports, in-
terviews with Shepard’s parents, and the
poetry of, among others, Lesléa Newman.

The production also includes some
straight narration that takes places against
a backdrop of music.

Writing to remember
In 2012, Newman, the Holyoke writer

and former Northampton poet laureate,
published “October Mourning: A Song for
Matthew Shepard,” a novel in verse that
explored Shepard’s death from several per-
spectives and voices, including the fence
he was tied to and the stars overhead.

Da Camera Singers will perform oratorio on legacy of young gay man who was murder ed

Requiem for Matthew Shepard

GREENFIELD

SEE CONCER T C4

PHOTO COURTESY OF MATTHEW SHEPARD FOUNDATION
Matthew Shepard, who was murdered in
1998 outside Laramie, Wyoming, has
been the subject of a number of artistic
works, including “Considering Matthew
Shepard ,” the oratorio being staged May
21 in Greenfield.
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By TINKY WEISBLAT
For the Recorder

A ndrew Lam of Long-
meadow has many vo-
cations. He is a retina

surgeon and teaches ophthal-
mology at the University of
Massachusetts Medical
School.

Before he went
to medical school,
he trained as a his-
torian – and he con-
tinues to write his-
torical books and
novels while work-
ing as a doctor and
a teacher.

His newest
book, “The Masters
of Medicine: Our
Greatest Triumphs
in the Race to Cure Human-
ity ’s Deadliest Diseases,” was
released last month by Ben-
Bella Books. Lam will speak
about the book in Northamp-
ton on May 24.

The book leads the reader
through the work of various
(mostly) medical practitioners
who searched for ways to bat-
tle heart disease, diabetes,
bacterial infections, viruses
from polio to COVID-19, can-
cer, trauma, and complica-
tions from childbirth.

Despite the optimism of
the title, not all the people
Lam discusses were masters.

Some did selflessly dedicate
their lives to curing diseases.
Others stumbled across solu-
tions and were smart enough
to recognize their achieve-
ments.

A few of the stories and
their heroes are appalling.
Werner Forssman took steps

that some would
call risky and oth-
ers would call un-
ethical. Forbidden
from trying to in-
sert a catheter into
a heart by his supe-
riors, this intern
first wooed a young
nurse into helping
him and then went
ahead and experi-
mented on himself.

Francisco de
Balmis brought Edward Jen-
ner ’s smallpox vaccine to the
Americas in the early 19th
century by infecting a group
of 22 orphans in sequence
with cowpox on the transat-
lantic voyage. By doing so, he
kept the virus going through-
out the lengthy journey. He
saved many, many lives, but
he also exploited young chil-
dren who had no one to pro-
tect them. There are other
such stories in the book.

Lam also highlights rival-
ries that hindered the search
for cures as much as they
helped. And he dwells on the

medical establishment’s re-
sistance to change.

Many therapies he de-
scribes took a long time to be
adopted because people were
too stubborn to admit that
they had been following the
wrong path.

Doctors’ reluctance to ac-
cept the idea that they needed
to sterilize their instruments
and themselves before deliv-
ering babies or treating
wounded soldiers are prime
examples.

In short, the book is full of
drama. It also abounds with
useful information for non-
medical people like me. I have
known about treatments like
chemotherapy and mRNA
vaccines for years without un-
derstanding anything about
how they worked.

Occasionally, Lam gets a
little too technical for the lay
reader. In general, however,
he tells a gripping tale with
passion, humor, and sensitiv-
ity. He ends his book with a
discussion of the possible fu-
ture of medical break-
throughs.

After reading the book, I
wrote to Lam to ask how he
manages to be a doctor, a
writer, and a family man si-
m u l t a n e o u s l y.

“I don’t really have a great
a n s w e r, ” he replied, “except
that I think that when you are

passionate about something
you just make time.

“Yes, I’m busy as a sur-
geon, father, and in various
community volunteering
roles, but I really felt passion-
ate about sharing the stories
of these medical heroes with a
wide audience... The stories
are so great that they almost
write themselves!

“And my secret hope is
that perhaps a young person
will read (the book) and be-
come inspired to go into
medicine or research – and if
only one person does this and
discovers something that
helps us all someday, then all
the effort it took to write the
book will be entirely worth it.”

Andrew Lam will speak at
the Forbes Library’s Calvin
Coolidge Presidential Library
and Museum in Northampton
on Wednesday, May 24, at 6
p.m. His talk, “The Only Win-
ner in War Is Medicine,” will
explore the ways in which
World War II led to advances
in medicine.

For more information
about the author and his talk,
visit http://www.an-
drewlammd.com/.

Tinky Weisblat is an
award-winning author and
singer. Her latest book is “Po t
Luck: Random Acts of Cook-
ing.” Visit her website, Tinky-
Cooks.com.

‘The Masters of Medicine’
BOOK REVIEW

Bridge Club Results
The Northampton Bridge

Club welcomes anyone who
wishes to play duplicate
bridge. ONLINE games are
played on h t t p s : / / w w w. b r i d g e -
base.com/ at 7:00PM on Tues-
days and Thursdays; IN-PER-
SON games are played at
1:00PM on Wednesdays at the
Christ United Methodist
Church, 271 Rocky Hill Road
(Route 66) in Northampton.
Visit w w w. n o r t h a m p t o n -
bridgeclub.org and click
“HELP ” to learn more. For
additional help, contact
Philippe at phgalaski@
gmail.com. Seniors 60+
LEARN TO PLAY BRIDGE
CLASS, Thursdays, May 25-
July 30, 3-5pm at Hadley Se-
nior Center. $30 including
book. Call 413-586-4023 to reg-
i s t e r.

There were 7 tables in the
online play on 2023-05-16.
Overall winners:

N/S: Stanley Tuhrim-Betty
Mintz 58.89, Paul Burnham-
Sonja Smith 55.56, Steve Peck-
Yan Drabek 54.17, Ann Wrob-
lewski-Judith Larsen 47.43,
Alan Peterfreund-Barry
Laflam 47.43.

E/W: Alan Frank-James
Osofsky 61.25, Anne McCune-
James Nowill 54.17, Harold
Weiner-Philippe Galaski 52.92,
Allison Ryan-Richard Mc-
Clure 50.00.

There were 6 tables in the
in-person play on 2023-05-17.
Overall winners:

John DeBaggis-Yufeng
Xiao 59.90, Karen A. French-
Arlene Nolan 58.62, Yan
Drabek-Barry LaFlam 58.57,
Judy Hyde-Philippe Galaski
56.00, Ann Hudson-Randolph
Johnson 54.52, Kathy Hicks-
Dave Laplant 52.19.

Shepard’s death touched her deeply,
Newman says, in part because she had
previously been invited to speak at the
University of Wyoming for the school’s
Gay Awareness Week in fall 1998. She ar-
rived just as Shepard died — Oct. 12,
1998 — six days after he’d been as-
saulted, and she found herself address-
ing a campus audience and community
shaken by the violence.

“I came with a message of hope, that
it was possible to be out and live a full
life,” said Newman, who had first gained
wider attention with “Heather Has Two
Mommies,” her 1989 children’s book.
“But I kept thinking about Matthew —
his death stayed with me.”

She wrote an essay about him shortly
after her trip to Wyoming, but 10 years
later she began her work on “October
Mour ning,” in part out of concern “that
many people didn’t know who he was.
And that wasn’t acceptable to me.”

She was flattered when Johnson later
approached her and asked to use parts of
her book in his work, though she says
she didn’t know what might come of it.

“But then he comes back with this
magnificent oratorio, and now I couldn’t
be more thrilled to be part of it,” said
Newman, who will introduce the May 21
s h o w.

Both Newman and Heffernon say
much of the appeal of “Considering
Matthew Shepard” is the depth of the
work. Heffernon says Johnson’s mix of
music and text “really celebrates the
landscape — you get the sense of the
sweeping prairies of Wyoming, with dis-
tant mountains and the stars glittering
overhead.”

Johnson, she notes, has also modeled
the oratorio’s central section on noted

music such as J.S. Bach’s “Pa s s i o n s , ”
major musical pieces from the 18th cen-
tury that were set to sections of the Bible
describing Jesus Christ’s last days.

The two murderers, Henderson and
McKinney — both are serving consecu-
tive life sentences — are also repre-
sented in the oratorio, but not in a sim-
ple, black-and-white way, Heffernon says.

For instance, the song “I am like you,”
she notes, examines the question “of
what any of us might be capable of doing
under certain circumstances, how we
might hurt someone else.”

Heffernon says Da Camera Singers
had originally planned to present “Con-
sidering Matthew Shepard” in spring
2020 before the pandemic canceled all
performances. Revisiting the oratorio
last fall, she says, the group had to re-ex-
amine the heavy investment it would
take to pull it off.

“It’s a huge work — 100 minutes of
music with no intermission,” she said.

“And it’s emotionally tough. There were
some members wondering ‘Can I sing
this?’”

Ultimately everyone came on board,
she noted, and she’s glad they’re per-
forming it now, at a time when legislation
has been passed in numerous states
that’s directed against transgender and
non-binary people.

“A b s o l u t e l y, ” Heffernon said. “This
work really speaks to the moment.”

Sunday ’s concert, which is free — do-
nations are encouraged — begins at 4
p.m., and it includes guest narration by
some well-known local figures, including
former Massachusetts Senate President
Stan Rosenberg, ACLU attorney Bill
Newman from Northampton, and New
England Public Media reporter Jill Kauf-
man.

For more information, visit dacam-
erasingers.org.

Steve Pfarrer can be reached at sp-
far rer@gazettenet.com.

Oratorio tells Matthew Shepard’s story
CONCER T FROM C1

STAFF PHOTO/DAN LITTLE
Director Sheila Heffernon leads a recent rehearsal of the Da Camera Singers as
they prepare for their May 21 performance of “Considering Matthew Shepard.”

SUDOKU ANSWER

5/20/23

Warwick Community School &
Warwick School District

Anticipated Opening -
K-6 Special Education Teacher

Anticipated Opening -
Kindergarten/1st Grade Classroom Teacher

Anticipated Opening -
2nd /3rd Grade Classroom Teacher

Anticipated Opening -
4th - 6th Grade Classroom Teacher

The Warwick Community School and Warwick School
District is Massachusetts's newest public school
district. Nestled into the scenic woodlands, along the
border of Massachusetts, New Hampshire and
Vermont (map), our beautiful and innovative
elementary school will open in the fall of 2023. The
school sits on a 25-acre outdoor campus that
features a vernal pool and cranberry bog. Mother
foxes can be seen raising their cubs right outside the
classroom windows. We have many school gardens
and plan to build more to support both our
curriculum and our lunch program.

As we plan to open, we are seeking elementary
school teachers who are committed to place and
project-based learning and to teaching students in
and about nature. Teachers who are a great fit for
our school will be committed to teaching in
multi-age classrooms and using standards-aligned,
evidence based, engaging curricula for deeper
learning. We are also looking for teachers who will be
excited to take our foundational curriculum, built on
the science of reading and units from such
organizations as the Buck Institute for Education: PBL
Works, Antioch University Center for Place-Based
Education and EL Education: Expeditionary Learning
and build upon it, centering student
inquiry. Our curriculum will also be both culturally
responsive and personalized.

You can learn more here:
https://www.schoolspring.com

/job.cfm?jid=4230450&print&preview

https://www.schoolspring.com
/job.cfm?jid=4230460&print&preview

https://www.schoolspring.com
/job.cfm?jid=4230527&print&preview

https://www.schoolspring.com
/job.cfm?jid=4235664&print&preview

Help Wanted

Town Accountant
Part-time

The Franklin Regional Council of Governments
(FRCOG) seeks a prepared, accurate, and reliable
individual to provide municipal accounting services
to two towns.

The FRCOG's mission is to foster a vibrant, sustainable
region for all, and to leverage resources that
promote collaboration and efficiency within our
member communities. We do this by providing
advocacy, planning, and cooperative services - both
proactively and in direct response to our member
communities' needs. Our employees are people with
different strengths, experiences, and backgrounds,
who share a passion for that mission.

The right person for this job possesses excellent
customer service and computer skills, experience
working with numbers and can address multiple
priorities as they evolve. Must have valid driver's
license, reliable transportation and be willing to travel
throughout Franklin County. A typical day will include
maintaining general and subsidiary ledgers and
accounts, vendor and payroll warrant preparation,
cash and receivables reconciliations, and preparing
all related documents including Schedule A, Balance
Sheets and Year-End Reports for 2 Towns.

Degree in accounting or related field, 3 years
Massachusetts municipal accounting experience,
and familiarity with Abila MIP software preferred.
Equivalent combinations of education and work
experience considered. 20 hours per week. Hourly pay
range begins at $26.98, with offer based on
experience. Excellent benefits.

If this sounds like the type of work you would like to
do, please apply even if you don't match 100% of the
job described above. Contact bdean@frcog.org with
questions. To apply, mail cover letter and resume to:
Town Accountant Search, FRCOG, 12 Olive Street,
Greenfield, MA 01301-3351, or email it to
rboyd@frcog.org. Applications accepted until posi-
tion is filled. AA/EOE

Help Wanted

Truck Driver/Laborer
The Town of Montague DPW is seeking two reliable
and energetic full-time Truck Driver/Laborers.

The job requires a Class B CDL License and a Hoister's
License or the ability to obtain a Hoister's License.

Experience is a plus in construction, road mainte-
nance, snow removal, sanding and all other duties
assigned or in the job description. Willing to train the
right person.

The right candidate will work a 10-hour 4-day week
schedule and receive excellent benefits. Starting pay
range of $20.33 to $21.37 depending on experience.

Applications and a full job description are available
upon request at the DPW.

Applications and/or resumes can be emailed to
hwycompliance@montague-ma.gov or mailed or
dropped off at the Montague DPW, 128 Turners Falls
Road, Montague, MA 01351 until Wednesday, May 30,
2023, at 3PM but will be accepted until position is
filled.

Full Time


